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Interpretation of statute
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Introduction to Interpretation of Statute

What is Interpretation of Statute?

Interpretation of statute means the process by which courts or authorities explain and determine the
meaning of the language used in a statute (law). Since statutes are written in general and sometimes
ambiguous language, interpretation helps apply the law correctly to specific cases.

Why is Interpretation Necessary?

Statutes often contain general, broad, or vague language.

To understand the intention of the legislature (what lawmakers intended).
To resolve ambiguities and conflicts within the statute.

To adapt the law to changing circumstances.

To give effect to justice and fairness.

Who Interprets Statutes?
e Primarily courts (judiciary).
o Sometimes administrative authorities and legal experts.

Methods of Interpretation
o Literal or Plain Meaning Rule: Giving words their ordinary meaning.
e Golden Rule: Avoiding absurd or unjust interpretations.
o Mischief Rule: Looking at the problem the statute was meant to solve.
e Purposive Approach: Understanding the broader purpose behind the statute.

Importance of Interpretation
o Ensures laws are applied consistently and fairly.
o Helps protect rights and obligations.
e Avoids misuse or abuse of laws.
« Bridges the gap between law’s language and real-life situations.
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Statute must be read as whole

Meaning of the Rule
e Basic Principle: A statute should not be read in isolated parts. Instead, every word, section, or
clause must be interpreted in the context of the statute as a whole.
« This rule discourages piecemeal reading of provisions that might lead to contradictions or
absurd results.
1 “It is the duty of the court to construe every enactment with reference to the whole statute so as to
make a consistent enactment of the whole statute.” — Supreme Court of India in RBI v. Peerless
General Finance (1987).
Rationale Behind the Rule
1. Avoid Inconsistencies: Prevents conflicts between provisions.
2. Discover Legislative Intent: Helps interpret ambiguous or unclear words in light of the overall
purpose.
3. Harmonious Construction: Promotes a coherent understanding where all provisions are in
sync.
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Application: How Courts Use the Rule
Courts analyze:

e The preamble and title of the statute.

e The scheme of the act.

e Definitions, provisos, and explanations.
e Related or adjoining sections.

Example: In CIT v. Sodra Devi (1957), the Supreme Court held that the use of masculine words (like
“he”) in a provision did not exclude females, because the statute as a whole showed an inclusive intent.

lllustrative Case Laws
1. RBI v. Peerless General Finance & Investment Co. Ltd. (1987)
o The court emphasized interpreting the statute in a way that all its provisions make sense
together.
2. M. Pentiah v. Muddala Veeramallappa (1961)
o Supreme Court said no part of the statute should be rendered meaningless.
3. K.P.Varghesev. ITO (1981)
o Interpretation of taxing statutes must consider the scheme and purpose, not just literal
meaning.
Exceptions or Limitations

If a provision is plain and unambiguous, courts may apply literal interpretation without needing to refer
to the whole statute.

But even then, if literal meaning leads to absurdity, courts revert to reading the whole act for true
intent.
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General Legal Rules of Interpretation (Statutory Interpretation)
1. Literal Rule
o Words are given their plain, ordinary, or dictionary meaning, even if the result is absurd.
o Example: If a statute says “vehicles are not allowed in the park,” the literal rule would
ban bicycles and ambulances too.
2. Golden Rule
o Modifies the literal meaning to avoid an absurd or unjust result.
o Example: If a literal interpretation leads to something clearly unintended, the court may
modify the words slightly.
3. Mischief Rule
o Focuses on the “mischief” or problem the statute was intended to remedy.
o Judges look at the law before the statute to interpret its purpose.
4. Purposive Approach
o Emphasizes the intent or purpose behind the law.
o Used in EU law and increasingly in many modern legal systems.

1 Rules of Interpretation in Contract Law
1. Plain Meaning Rule
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o Contract terms are interpreted according to their ordinary meaning unless defined
otherwise.
2. Contra Proferentem
o Ambiguities are interpreted against the party that drafted the document.
3. Parol Evidence Rule
o When a written contract is intended as a complete and final agreement, outside oral or
written statements are generally not admissible to vary its terms.
4. Business Efficacy & Officious Bystander Test
o Terms may be implied into a contract if necessary to give effect to business intentions or
if it's obvious both parties would have agreed to them.

[1 Canons of Interpretation (Especially in Constitutional or Religious Texts)
1. Ejusdem Generis
o “Ofthe same kind”: When general words follow specific words, they are interpreted in
line with the specific items.
o E.g., “cars, trucks, motorcycles, and other vehicles” likely means land vehicles, not
airplanes.
2. Noscitur a Sociis
o “It is known by the company it keeps”: A word’s meaning is influenced by surrounding
words.
3. Expressio Unius Est Exclusio Alterius
o “The express mention of one thing excludes others™: Listing specific items implies
others are excluded.

slaAeLSla wedueatoll Yuu [Aanl (Statutory Interpretation in Gujarati)
1. 2l6€l: [QaM (Literal Rule)
o slAELo{l Gltlal Aol UHIA WAHL o UMl
o GELERNQL: A SRAELHL cAvR) B ¥ "WEHL clgolloll HolleS B, Al L Yool AUBSA ¥ AIoJAoU UR URL
ylAolu L.
2. g Q&an (Golden Rule)
o ol A0EIL A WAL MU SRAUFUE URRUH D, AL 2AEl AsL secllal 0o A3 stadl.
3. Ul [Aakel QaM (Mischief Rule)
o SIAEL 58 AHRUL £ sl Gollalalil Al & Aof tallet Al weduedt 5.
4. Gealaltel usla (Purposive Approach)
o SIRAEL Glotlaairell GE g ol A YHdl A sl
o U Id wYEs stAEl cAcRUMHL duR GUA( B.

BRI TORTE LT EE (Contract Interpretation in Gujarati)
1. WEL el Ran (Plain Meaning Rule)

o SAU{oll AGElA AMoll U HIA WAHL % UHsCl.
2. 3uecll (QAY QM (Contra Proferentem)



Dr. Arti A. Dive
I/c Principal

o SARML 2AGEL ARUR A, Al Aoll Al A uet [Ag At B $RAR AR 52 B.
3. oltgl YLl Yldeiu @Qan (Parol Evidence Rule)

o 5AR A a3uUMl Yul &, Al doll olelRetl HIWs YA Hlod ol 8l
4. AURs ¥33lald [Aan (Business Efficacy Rule)

o A ARctoll U YAAA B A Uelloll caAtUlRs niyat YAl %331 &lal.

0 wdueloll s BULRA (A1 (Canons of Interpretation in Gujarati)
1. AwUSH %elF3U (Ejusdem Generis)
o IR 2oElofl A€l ULl Al UHIoA AGEL URL A % Ys(Rell Slall ST,
o BGELERAL: "SI, WA, GULESs ol Mo cllgoll” — cl "o cllgoll” URL A Hotoll cllgoll dld o AHA.
2. oallllgR a WERRA (Noscitur a Sociis)
o Sl Aceall WY Aoll WRAURG ACElR LAAUL A YHxCl.
3. AsAYRA YRauY Are AsUusqRA URaAU
o SIS VWAL dxq GeAuallHl el 8lat, Al A Rctatoll drdll olalR Al wicll dlalle] Histatl wWia.

Internal and External Aids of Interpretation

Internal Aids of Interpretation:

These are tools within the statute itself that help the judge understand the meaning and purpose of the
law.

Examples:

Preamble — Introduction to the statute stating its purpose.

Title — Short and long titles give clues about the content.

Definitions/Definition Clauses — Define key terms used in the Act.

Headings and Marginal Notes — Provide structure and hints at meaning.

Schedules — Contain details or extensions of the main sections.

Provisos, Explanations, Illustrations — Clarify the application of the law.
Punctuation and Grammar — Sometimes used to understand the sentence structure.

NookrwnpE

1 External Aids of Interpretation:

These are materials outside the statute that help interpret its meaning when internal aids are
insufficient or unclear.

Examples:

Legislative History — Debates, committee reports, or drafts during the making of the law.
Dictionaries — To understand the ordinary meaning of words.

Judicial Decisions — Earlier case law interpreting similar provisions.

Customs and Traditions — Especially in personal laws or local acts.

International Conventions — If the law is based on international agreements.

Foreign Decisions — In comparative legal systems, sometimes judgments from other countries
are considered.

coarwhE
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Foreign Decisions in Interpretation of Statutes

What are Foreign Decisions?

Foreign decisions are judgments delivered by courts of other countries. They are not binding in
another country's legal system, but they can have persuasive value — especially if the legal systems
are similar (e.g., common law countries like India, UK, USA, Canada, Australia).

1 Why are Foreign Decisions Used?
Foreign judgments are used:
1. When the local statute is based on a foreign law, or
2. When there is no clear precedent in the home country.
3. When the legal principles are universal or based on international law.

1 Value of Foreign Decisions in India
In India, foreign decisions are:
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« Not binding, but may be considered by Indian courts.

o Especially useful when interpreting imported laws, like the Indian Evidence Act (based on
English law).

o Often cited in cases involving constitutional law, human rights, or international treaties.

1 Examples:
1. Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan (1997)
The Indian Supreme Court used international conventions and foreign judgments (like U.S. and
Canadian cases) to frame guidelines on sexual harassment at the workplace.
2. Naz Foundation v. Government of NCT of Delhi (2009)
The Delhi High Court referred to U.K. and U.S. judgments on LGBT rights.
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Importance of illustration, exception, and explanation in interpretation
of statutes
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1. Hlustration
e Meaning: An example given in the law to clarify how a particular section or rule is to be
applied.
e Purpose: It helps to demonstrate the application of the legal provision in a practical scenario.
o Importance:
o Removes ambiguity.
o Makes the section easier to understand for judges, lawyers, and common people.
o Clarifies legislative intent.
Example:
Section 375 of IPC (rape) has illustrations to explain what acts constitute rape.

] 2. Exception
« Meaning: A clause that excludes certain situations from the general rule stated in the section.
e Purpose: To limit the scope of a general rule to avoid injustice or absurdity.
o Importance:
o Ensures that the rule is not applied too broadly.
o Highlights special cases where the law doesn’t apply, even if the general condition is
fulfilled.
Example:
IPC Section 300 defines murder. The exceptions to Section 300 clarify when a killing is not considered
murder (e.g., in sudden provocation).

) 3. Explanation
e Meaning: A clarifying statement added to a section to explain certain terms or phrases.
e Purpose: To provide deeper insight into the meaning or scope of a word or clause in the
section.
o Importance:
o Avoids misinterpretation.
o Clarifies intended scope of a term.
o Helps courts interpret the provision correctly.
Example:
In Section 108 of the Indian Evidence Act, the Explanation clarifies when a person is presumed dead.

818 Ul staeloll seH AHFUMl o{lAoll AQL el Wt GuAo(l sl B:
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Prospective and Retrospective Operation of Statutes

1. Prospective Operation
Meaning:
A statute is said to have prospective operation when it applies only to future acts or events, i.e.,
after the law comes into force.
Key Points:
o It does not affect past transactions or rights.
o This is the general rule, as laws are presumed to be prospective unless stated otherwise.
o Ensures fairness and legal certainty.
Example:
If a law increasing punishment for theft comes into effect on 1st January 2025, then it cannot be applied
to a theft that occurred on 31st December 2024.

1 2. Retrospective (Retroactive) Operation
Meaning:
A statute has retrospective operation when it applies to events or actions that took place before the
law came into force.
Key Points:
o Can alter or affect past rights, duties, or legal consequences.
o Usually used in procedural laws, tax laws, or curative statutes.
e Not favored in criminal law unless it benefits the accused (Article 20(1) of Indian Constitution
prohibits retrospective criminal liability).
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Example:
A tax law passed in 2025 says income earned in 2023 is taxable under the new provisions — this is
retrospective operation.

) Judicial Principle:
o Unless clearly expressed, courts presume that laws are prospective only.
o Ifalaw is to be retrospective, it must say so explicitly or by necessary implication.

staEle{l AL U UL cd] usdl WAR (Prospective vs
Retrospective Operation)

7 1. ALl AR (Prospective Operation)
wY:
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us.

12, Ul AR (Retrospective Operation)
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2025 Ml UAR YA SIAEL A 58 ¥ 2023 oll Blcls UR olall [AAX Ad] AN — L "Uell A" B.

1 At tloll Rgid BefUIR:
o Bl slaAelHl U A o8l cul 8lat, Al A wotell A o @lo] wtad ® WM HistalHl ud B.
o UBCl AA HIZ AUR AGEL ¥ uaus dieud 8lg 3l B.
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Express and Implied Provisions in a Statute

1. Express (Clear) Provisions
Meaning:
These are provisions that are clearly written in the statute. The intention of the legislature is explicit,
and no further interpretation is required beyond the words used.
Key Features:
o Directly stated in the statute.
« Leave no room for doubt.
e The judge applies the plain meaning of the text.
Example:
If a statute says, “Every vehicle must have headlights,” the requirement is express — clear and
unambiguous.

1 2. Implied Provisions
Meaning:
These are not directly written in the statute but are understood or inferred based on the intention of
the legislature and the context.
Key Features:
o Derived from the overall scheme, object, or purpose of the statute.
o May be necessary to give effect to the law.
o Courts may imply terms to avoid absurdity, inconsistency, or injustice.
Example:
If a law gives a person a right, the implied provision is that they also have the means to enforce that
right (e.g., right to appeal or access the courts).

1 Judicial Approach:
o Courts prefer to rely on express provisions.
o Implied provisions are only read into the law when:
o They are necessary to make the law work.
o Orwhen not including them would defeat the object of the legislation.

AUR U AcASH (oA d) loteusal

1. ¥U (Clear or Express) s&Hl
wY:
Al s ¥ B stAelHl yeAu, A Ad dancll dlan— wal Ful staeldedol @A ueud v 8.
call:
o SLAEHE U AcElUl dwldd &l
o wduaa MR ol 58 UMY ot Ud.
o AR Al euntell A1 % coud B.
GeleRWL:
"gRs cllgol UR dscllese el sRBaAd B." — L AU AR B,
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1 2. WejAd (Implied) s
w:
SIAEIML AWIAG ot 8, URL cdlcud el AxscliMl A & — A2A ¥ st2Aloll 3URUL Wal 3 Ul QL slacllHi
wLA B.
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o SIAEL UARMAR  vofl 22 A Slat, waall
o  SRAELN &d Y3 Uscl HiZ A AlaAs sl

Delegated Legislation and Its Constitutionality

[1 What is Delegated Legislation?

Delegated Legislation refers to the rules, regulations, by-laws, notifications, or orders made by the
executive (government or administrative bodies) under the authority delegated by the legislature
(Parliament or State Assembly).

Since the legislature cannot always make detailed rules for every aspect of a law, it delegates this
power to other bodies to make laws within the framework of the parent (enabling) Act.

1 Examples:
e Rules made by the Central Government under the Income Tax Act.
« Traffic rules made by local authorities under the Motor Vehicles Act.
o Environmental regulations under the Environment Protection Act.

[1 Types of Delegated Legislation:
1. Statutory Rules and Orders
2. By-laws (made by municipalities or corporations)
3. Administrative Instructions or Circulars
4. Regulations (by regulatory bodies like SEBI, RBI)

1 Constitutional Validity (Constitutionality)
Delegated legislation is constitutional and valid, but with certain limits. It must satisfy the following
principles:
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" 1. Delegation Must Be Within Limits:
o The legislature can delegate administrative or procedural functions, not its essential
legislative functions like basic policy or principles.
(1 2. No Excessive Delegation:
o Delegation should not give uncontrolled power to the executive. The enabling Act must lay
down the policy and guidelines.
(] 3. Judicial Review:
e Courts can strike down delegated legislation if:
o Itisultravires (beyond the powers granted).
o Itviolates fundamental rights.
o ltisarbitrary, unreasonable, or inconsistent with the parent Act.

1 Landmark Cases:
e In Re Delhi Laws Act (1951)
> Supreme Court held that delegated legislation is valid, but core legislative powers cannot
be delegated.
e Ajay Hasia v. Khalid Mujib (1981)
> Delegated legislation is subject to Article 14 (equality) and Article 21 (due process) of the
Constitution.

YeAlZd @Quiet AU Aell citr@ls uat

0yl @ [Quist Aed 9?

YuABd (Qulet (Delegated Legislation) 2 8l &, %2R UlRAe WA €35 olloll (Aatcdl ot ololtd 23, R A
Welloll 32cils AURSIA URSIR ¥ oA AUl WU B — Rl A (A0, &t HL, URUA R aaticll aud.
> L QA “Yo UAERAN” (Parent Act)otll BUUR % GlollclclHl A B,

1 GelgRel:
o UASARA UERRAAUH 3601 Fos URBSIR &R GlollAcl 2.
o 2R clsot AARAAH dsm 2U3s (aunl.
o UAlaRel Yrew AU ds0 clotlallAcl Rl

O s
1. [l Aal AR (Rules & Orders)
2. GLAAD (By-laws) — Ull@s gl
3. URuA (Circulars) - agladl gsul.
4. (AN (Regulations) — RBI, SEBI ®c{l dixaul.

0 oltlR@ls HisAdL (Constitutionality)
YUl (Aol 6itlRQl Yool Hicd B, URd 32clls ARl AA:
01 HRALEML 23 %33 B
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o HRAUCL Aotl Yo ol[Adtcd @51 (policy decisions) YcAN(® ot 53 2.
0 2. Qaa w@sik AUl asta «8l
o HRQ &, Aol Hole[lst Yerualot Sl ASA.
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Principle of Precedent

1 What is the Principle of Precedent?

The principle of precedent means that courts are bound to follow previous judicial decisions
(precedents) when the same issues arise in later cases. It ensures consistency, predictability, and
stability in the legal system.

This is also called the Doctrine of Stare Decisis, a Latin term meaning "to stand by things decided.

1 Types of Precedents:
1. Binding Precedent (Authoritative)
o Must be followed by lower courts.
o Comes from a higher court in the same legal hierarchy.
o E.g., High Courts must follow Supreme Court decisions.
2. Persuasive Precedent
o Not mandatory but can be considered.
o Comes from:
= Courts of equal or lower status.
= Foreign judgments.
= Tribunals or academic opinions.
3. Original Precedent
o When a court decides a case for the first time, creating a new rule.
4. Declaratory vs. Overruling Precedent
o Declaratory: Affirms existing law.
o Overruling: A higher court declares a previous decision incorrect.

1 Key Components:
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« Ratio Decidendi (Reason for the decision)

1 This is binding. It’s the legal principle derived from the judgment.
e Obiter Dicta (Things said by the way)

1 Not binding, but persuasive. Additional observations by the judge.

1 Importance of Precedent:
o Promotes consistency and uniformity in law.
o Encourages legal certainty and public confidence.
o Saves judicial time by not re-arguing settled issues.

) Exceptions to Precedent:
1. If the earlier decision was given per incuriam (through ignorance of law).
2. If the facts of the case are distinguishable.
3. Supreme Court can overrule its own decision (Article 141 gives binding nature of SC rulings).
4. Change in law or Constitution by amendment or legislation.

1 Landmark Case Laws:
o Keshavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973)
> Precedent set regarding the basic structure of the Constitution.
e Golaknath v. State of Punjab (1967)
> Later overruled in Keshavananda Bharati — an example of overruling precedent.

(s 2R Rgld (Principle of Precedent)
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o Overruling: AUGeL YslEla WRL &2UQ.
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Remedial Statute vs Penal Statute

1 1. Remedial Statute
Meaning:
A remedial statute is a law designed to correct, improve, or enforce rights. It provides remedies or
ways to enforce legal rights and is generally meant to benefit the public or individuals.
Characteristics:

e Aimsto redress or remedy a legal wrong.

o Often liberally interpreted to achieve justice.

e It does not impose punishment.

o Examples: Consumer Protection Act, Civil Procedure Code.

'] 2. Penal Statute
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Meaning:
A penal statute defines offenses and prescribes punishments for breaking the law. It is intended to
punish wrongdoing and maintain public order.
Characteristics:
o Defines crimes or illegal acts.
o Imposes penalties, fines, or imprisonment.
e Must be strictly construed because it affects personal liberty.
o Examples: Indian Penal Code, Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act.

1 Key Differences:

Aspect Remedial Statute Penal Statute
Purpose Provide remedy/enforce rights Punish offenders
Interpretation  Liberally interpreted Strictly construed
Effect on Liberty Does not affect personal liberty Affects personal liberty and freedom
Nature Civil or administrative Criminal

A3 WA ESLAHS SLAEL

0 1. A ABad stuel (Remedial Statute)
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Interpretation of Constitution

) What is Interpretation of Constitution?

Interpretation of the Constitution means explaining, clarifying, and understanding the provisions of
the Constitution. Since the Constitution is a living document and often drafted in broad language,
courts interpret it to apply its principles to concrete cases.

[1 Why is Constitutional Interpretation Necessary?
« The Constitution uses general, broad, and sometimes vague language.
« Social, economic, and political conditions change over time.
o To resolve conflicts between different constitutional provisions.
e To protect fundamental rights and uphold the rule of law.
« To ensure the Constitution remains relevant and functional.

1 Who Interprets the Constitution?
e Primarily the Judiciary (Supreme Court and High Courts).
e Sometimes Parliament and Executive interpret provisions in law-making and administration, but
the final word rests with the courts.

1 Methods/Principles of Constitutional Interpretation:
1. Literal or Textual Interpretation
o Giving words their ordinary, natural meaning.
2. Purposive Interpretation
o Interpreting the Constitution according to the intended purpose or object behind the
provision.
3. Historical Interpretation
o Understanding the context and background of the provision.
4. Golden Rule
o Avoiding interpretations that lead to absurd results.
5. Harmonious Construction
o Reconciling different provisions to avoid conflicts.
6. Doctrine of Basic Structure
o The courts hold that certain basic features of the Constitution cannot be altered even by
amendment.

1 Importance of Constitutional Interpretation:
« Safeguards fundamental rights.
o Maintains balance of powers between legislature, executive, and judiciary.
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e Protects the Constitution from misuse or abuse.
o Adapts the Constitution to changing times.

1 Landmark Cases:
o Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973)
> Established the basic structure doctrine.
o Golaknath v. State of Punjab (1967)
> Held Parliament cannot amend fundamental rights.
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Interpretation of Taxing Law

1 What is Interpretation of Taxing Law?

Interpretation of taxing law refers to the process of explaining and applying the provisions of tax
statutes, such as income tax, sales tax, GST, customs duty, etc., to specific situations. It determines
how taxes are imposed, calculated, and collected by the government.

1 Key Principles of Interpretation of Taxing Law
1. Strict Construction (Strict Interpretation)
o Taxing statutes are interpreted strictly because they impose a burden on taxpayers.
o If the law is ambiguous, the benefit of doubt generally goes to the taxpayer.
2. Clear and Unambiguous Language
o Tax must be imposed only when the statute clearly states it.
o Ambiguous or vague provisions are not usually interpreted in favor of the tax authority.
3. No Tax without Law
o Taxes can be levied only if the statute expressly authorizes it.
o No tax can be imposed by inference or implication.
4. Interpretation in Favor of the Taxpayer
o When two interpretations are possible, the one favorable to the taxpayer should be
preferred.
5. Literal Meaning with Context
o While the language is strictly interpreted, the statute should be read as a whole to
understand its purpose.
6. No Extension of Tax Liability by Interpretation
o Courts do not extend the scope of taxation beyond what the law clearly provides.

[1 Why Strict Interpretation?
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Because taxation involves compulsory extraction of money, courts ensure taxpayers are not unfairly
burdened beyond the clear intention of the law.

1 Examples of Taxing Statutes:
e Income Tax Act, 1961
e Goods and Services Tax Act
e Customs Act, 1962
e Central Excise Act

1 Important Cases:
e CIT v. West Coast Paper Mills (1978)
> Courts held that taxing statutes must be construed strictly.
e McDowell & Co. Ltd. v. CTO (1985)
> Emphasized that benefit of doubt should go to the assessee (taxpayer).
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Subsidiary Rules under Interpretation of Statutes

) What are Subsidiary Rules?

Subsidiary Rules are additional aids or principles used by courts to interpret statutes when the
language of the statute itself is not sufficiently clear. These rules help clarify ambiguous terms, resolve
conflicts, or fill gaps to give effect to the legislative intent.

1 Types of Subsidiary Rules:
1. Rules of Language and Grammar
o Courts use grammar, syntax, and punctuation to interpret provisions.
2. Rules of Construction
o Includes literal rule, golden rule, and mischief rule applied as subsidiary aids.
3. Presumptions
o Certain presumptions are made, such as:
= Presumption against absurdity.
= Presumption that legislature does not intend injustice.
= Presumption that statutes do not apply retrospectively unless expressly stated.
4. Ejusdem Generis Rule
o General words following specific words are interpreted to include only things of the
same kind.
5. Noscitur a Sociis
o A word is known by the company it keeps — meaning words are interpreted in context.
6. Expressio Unius Est Exclusio Alterius
o The expression of one thing excludes others not mentioned.
7. Rule of Consistent Usage
o Similar words are given consistent meaning throughout the statute.

1 Purpose of Subsidiary Rules:
e Help courts apply the statute in line with legislative intent.
e Avoid absurd or unjust results.
o Fill gaps or clarify vague provisions.
« Maintain consistency and coherence in law.
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) Summary:
Subsidiary rules are not standalone rules but supportive principles used alongside primary rules of
interpretation to make statutory provisions meaningful and workable.

Boe2(U22lel (Adel2el) ML USRS QA (Subsidiary Rules)
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Commencement, Expiry and Repeal of Statutes
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1. Commencement of Statutes
e Meaning:
The commencement of a statute means the date on which the statute comes into force and
becomes legally effective.
e When does a statute commence?
o On the date specified in the statute itself.
o If no date is mentioned, then it comes into force on the date it receives the assent of
the appropriate authority (like the President or Governor).
o Sometimes statutes specify different commencement dates for different provisions.
o Example:
If the statute says "This Act shall come into force on 1st July 2025," it means it starts applying
from that day.

2. Expiry of Statutes
e Meaning:
Expiry means the statute ceases to be effective after a certain date or event.
e Types of expiry:
o Fixed period expiry: Statutes enacted for a specific time period (e.g., 5 years)
automatically expire after that.
o Sunset clause: Some statutes contain a sunset clause which means they expire after a
particular date unless renewed.

3. Repeal of Statutes
e Meaning:
Repeal means the official cancellation or annulment of a statute, making it no longer law.
e Types of repeal:
o Express repeal: When a new law explicitly states that an old law or part of it is
repealed.
o Implied repeal: When a new law conflicts with an old law and the new law overrides
the old one, even if the repeal is not explicitly stated.
o Effects of repeal:
o The statute is no longer enforceable from the date of repeal.
o Repeal does not usually affect actions done under the repealed law unless stated.

Summary Table:

Term Meaning When/How it Happens
Commencement When the statute comes into force Date mentioned in statute or assent date
Expiry When the statute ceases to operate After fixed time or sunset clause
Repeal When the statute is officially cancelled Express or implied by newer laws

GltLRBle] Ul2el, AHIAA Aa Reulld el (Gujarati)
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